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the Council, except the Finance Minister, was not only not respon-
sible for financial equilibrium, but was directly interested in spend-
ing money. The enormous growth of expenditure had also been
pointed out in an able representation submitted in March 1894 by
the Bombay Presidency Association, of which Pherozeshah was then
President. In dealing with that representation, the latter observed,
the Finance Member had grown very facetious over the pretensions
of native amateurs to show the most distinguished Service in the
world how they ought to govern India, and his mirth had been
specially aroused at their pretensions to teach him how to manage
Indian finance; but he would not be able to say of the views of his
predecessors in office that they were the views of clumsy and pre-
tentious politicians, though they had confirmed in the most remark-
able manner the contentions advanced by the Association. And the
fact that stood out prominently from this testimony, expert or other-
wise, was that military expenditure was growing at an alarming rate,
absorbing fully one half of the whole net revenue of the Govern-
ment of India. If it was not possible to reduce it by any curtailment
in the strength of the army, or any halt in the forward policy, then
there was no other remedy for the embarrassment of Indian finance
than to urge England and the English Treasury to be just and equit-
able in their demands for the cost and equipment of the British
troops they supplied, which was what the Government of India
themselves had urged in a despatch, dated 8 February 1879- la sharp
and striking contrast to this alarming growth of expenditure, Pfae-
rozeshah went on, the amount spent on Education was just 2 per
cent, of the net revenue, which was about equal to tbe mm swal-
lowed up by the Exchange Compensation Allowance. Sir James
might wax sarcastic over "tbe united wisdom of the aame
men interested in politics, who met at Christmas at Lahore
us how we ought to govern India," but the facts and figures vfaicti
the speaker had adduced spoke for tfaenjselves, aod they justified bis
argument that the Financial Statement could oot be regarded as
satisfactory, and that the Budget was not based oa principles of
sound finance* Absurd though it sounded, he coBteaded that k
possible to reduce revenue and incnease expenditure at Ae
time: